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Cary backs off 
annexation plan 
'We hear you'  
 
By ADAM ARNOLD  

It took Cary's Town Council eight minutes to seal a 
boundary deal two years in the making with Holly 
Springs and undo a plan to annex 4,800 people that 
had been under way for a month.  

In a special meeting Friday afternoon the council 
voted to accept a utility-boundary agreement with 
Holly Springs. With passage of the agreement, the 
proposed annexation of two areas south of Cary 
became unnecessary, as it was largely based on 
the lack of the boundary agreement. Both motions 
passed 6-0. Council member Jennifer Robinson 
was not present.  

Applause erupted from the flag-waving, red-
wearing, placard-carrying audience of potential 
annexees, who followed with a standing ovation. 
"We hear you," Mayor Ernie McAlister said over the 
tumult.  

Drawing the line 

On Nov. 24, Cary's council passed a resolution of 
intent for the annexation, saying it was necessary to 
protect more than $60 million in infrastructure from 
potential encroachment by Holly Springs. The move 
was predicated on town officials' belief that Holly 
Springs leaders had tried to entice property owners 
in the area Cary believed would be on its side of the 
boundary to voluntarily annex into Holly Springs. 
Holly Springs officials deny that charge.  

The parcels for which Cary approved the resolution 
of intent ring the land Cary officials said Holly 
Springs supposedly solicited.  

The towns had worked for two years to come up 
with a workable line and seemed nearly ready to 
vote. Both held public hearings earlier this fall on a 
proposal using Pierce Olive Road as a dividing line. 
The road is a ridgeline and thus a natural boundary 
for utility planning purposes.  

advertisement 
 

 

 
 
 

newspaper information 
 About The Cary News 
 News Deadlines 
 Letters and Columns 

Guidelines 
 Feedback 

 
online services 
 Announce your wedding 
 Announce your engagement
 Obituary Form 

 
classified 
 classified.triangle.com 
 Looking for a new home? 

 
shopping 
 All Around Town 

Page 1 of 5

12/29/2003http://www.carynews.com/front/story/955415p-6867375c.html



Death Notices Nov. 27, 
2003 
 
Dr. Luther M. Talbert, 76, 
infertility pioneer 
 
Death Notices Nov. 20, 
2003 
 
Death Notices Nov. 13, 
2003 
 

Dress up has new meaning 
 
Books bring parents, 
students together 
 
Celebrities give storytime 
boost 
 
Principals leaving to open 
new schools 
 
Despite more meetings, 
parents still feel frustrated 
about reassignment process 
 
Civics comes to life 
 

 
Mixed bag: Some retailers 
selling more, others less 
 
Starting Over/Starting Up 
Part 4 
 
Starting Over/Starting Up 
Part 1 
 
Starting Over/Starting Up 
Part 2 
 
Starting Over/Starting Up 
Part 3 
 
Cary man wins top prize in 
2003 TopCoder Open 
 
'It's an adventure!': Holiday 
shopping season in full 
swing 
 
Friends get their wings, 
freedom 
 
WakeMed shifts 
administrators 
 
Carpenter Village gets first 
store 
 

They made their mark 
 
Letter perfect: Come sit for 
a spell, say the wordsmiths 
who gather weekly to play 
serious Scrabble 
 
Genre's appeal is no 
mystery for this expert 
 
Good wood: Minister turns 
love of carving into sideline 
that inspires faith 
 
Art enhances public spaces: 

However, members of the Pierce and Olive families 
objected to putting the split there, saying it would 
divide their land between the towns and mean 
tracking two sets of regulations. Between them, the 
families own almost 700 acres that will be divided 
by the agreement.  

Holly Springs commissioners tabled the agreement, 
they said, to try to come up with an agreement that 
would suit the Pierces and Olives.  

Though Holly Springs' staff had come up with 
several alternatives, the only one the Holly Springs 
commissioners considered Dec. 16 was the one 
using Pierce Olive Road as the boundary, which 
Cary officials had insisted on.  

Good neighbors 

Holly Springs Mayor Dick Sears jokingly said "Love 
thy neighbor as thy self" would be added to his 
town's motto, "the fastest growing town in North 
Carolina."  

He said the agreement would go a long way to heal 
wounds between the two towns.  

"I would hope that with fresh eyes, and fresh eyes 
on the council, we can get beyond the baggage that 
apparently goes back to the Civil War and start 
afresh," Sears said. "At this point we have spent 
most of our time continually denying the reasons 
why the Town of Cary said it did this involuntary 
annexation."  

McAlister, who took office this month, is also eager 
to patch things up. "Getting it done now is good for 
everybody and I hope it's an indication of how we 
can work together in the future," McAlister said.  

"Holly Springs adopted that boundary agreement 
and that opened the way for us to adopt it, which 
opened up the way for us to deal with the 
annexation."  

'Issue doesn't go away' 

As the uproar died down, McAlister added a dose of 
reality: annexation may be over for now, but it is not 
over. According to state policy, those areas that are 
urban in character should be part of a municipality, 
McAlister said.  

"The issue doesn't go away," McAlister said. What 
will be necessary is "to continue the dialogue we've 
started here."  
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Cary council member Marla Dorrel said considering 
these areas could fit well with discussion of areas 
placed under a resolution of consideration in 2002. 
That discussion is likely by April, when the 
resolution of consideration is due to expire.  

"That would be a logical time for the town to 
determine whether additional areas should be 
placed under consideration and whether we should 
proceed with annexation at that time," Dorrel said. 
Dorrel also said she and other council members 
want a 10- to 15-year annexation plan.  

In 2002 the council was enmeshed in the town's last 
involuntary annexation. While the council decided to 
move forward and bring in several areas, it put 
several others under a "resolution of consideration." 
That resolution put several subdivisions on notice 
that they may be subject to involuntary annexation.  

The council needs to readopt the resolution every 
two years to keep it effective.  

McAlister agreed with Dorrel about the logic of 
revisiting the status of the two areas when the 
resolution of consideration needs attention in April.  

"That's not saying we would do it, that's just you put 
them all on the table … and go ahead with an 
orderly plan," McAlister said.  

McAlister also thought a long-term annexation plan 
is a good idea, considering how many people were 
caught by surprise — and infuriated by the lack of 
notice — this time.  

Council member Nels Roseland said bringing those 
areas into Cary is a matter of "when, not if."  

Like McAlister and Dorrel, Roseland said the 
council needs to pursue an orderly process.  

Over the next 20 years, "there'll be tremendous 
growth pressure on Cary and Wake County and 
we'll need an orderly process to bring people in," 
Roseland said.  

Council member Jack Smith said he thought 
discussing the areas south of Cary when the 
existing resolution of consideration re-emerges is 
premature.  

"The other areas are doughnut holes we need to 
look at when it's practical to phase in," Smith said. 
"The areas south of Cary are different."  

The areas to the south are not yet doughnut holes 
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  Results
— areas contiguous to or encircled by the town that 
are not within municipal limits, Smith said. Smith 
said he is willing to listen to the discussion, but that 
it might be two years or 20 years before he thinks 
the areas to the south are ready to come in.  

Recently installed council member Michael Joyce 
said he does not envision any involuntary 
annexations during his four-year term.  

Joyce said his biggest concern is whether the town 
could afford the services annexation would require 
without raising taxes.  

"The preparation to consider is something that I'm 
going to have to review and if there is a voluntary 
way to attract new citizens, that would be 
acceptable," Joyce said. "Otherwise, we are facing 
the challenges we just put to rest."  

Residents in the affected areas are still wary of the 
town's plans. "StopCary is not going to disband," 
said Ron Thoreson of Dutchman Downs. "This isn't 
going to go away."  

StopCary is an umbrella organization of all the 
neighborhoods affected by the Cary council's 
November resolution.  

Thoreson said he hopes Cary does not return to the 
matter until after the next session of the General 
Assembly begins in May. Thoreson said he and 
leaders from other neighborhoods still plan to work 
with legislators "to add a few more layers of 
protection."  

"I hope they will not revisit this issue for a long time 
to come," said Leo Josemans of Dutchman Downs. 
"It didn't do any good for Dutchman Downs and it 
didn't do any good for Cary."  

Josemans, who grew up in Holland during Word 
War II, said Cary's approach to involuntary 
annexation reminded him of Lebensraum, the 
German idea of spreading out into what was 
perceived as that country's natural "living space."  

"We had no say in it whatsoever and I hate for Cary 
to be associated with the Nazis," Josemans said. 
"The Town of Cary would always have been seen 
as an occupying force."  

Nevertheless, if his neighbors ever agreed to be 
voluntarily annexed, Josemans said he would go 
along.  

"Then I have no choice, because majority rules," 
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Josemans said.  

Tres Prince of the Hallmark neighborhood said he is 
very pleased. "I think now I would really like to see 
Cary change its policies on involuntary annexation 
and make it more fair for the people involved," 
Prince said.  

Nevertheless Prince said the council's decision will 
"definitely" make for a better holiday. Now that this 
stage is over, "I can sit back and relax at least for a 
couple of weeks," he said.  

Although his phone-call and letter-writing 
campaigns of the last month have kept him up, he 
realizes Cary council members have probably been 
keeping late hours, too.  

"I don't think they've been getting a lot of sleep 
either," Prince said. "It just makes me wonder if 
some of them aren't stressing some over this."  

Contact Adam Arnold at 460-2609 or 
aarnold@nando.com  
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